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Memory politics poses one of the main challenges in pluralistic 
 (European) societies. In her book “Subcontractors of Guilt” (2023) the 
anthropologist Esra Özyürek analyses the case of Holocaust remembrance 
in Germany and offers critical perspectives on memory politics in 
 postmigrant societies. 

– 
and innocence connected? 

– How are anti-Semitism and anti-Muslim racism intertwined in 
 discourses and practices of memory politics? 

– How can the remembrance of Holocaust, of colonialism and of 
 violence in post-war migration-regimes be dealt with in a 
 multidirectional way – that is to say, without the claim of exclusiveness 
or the competition for state recognition? 

– What are the challenges in Switzerland? 
– How do or don’t international dynamics manifest themselves in 

 Switzerland?

With
– Prof. Esra Özyürek, Faculty of Divinity, University of Cambridge
– Asmaa Dehbi, Schweizerisches Zentrum für Islam und Gesellschaft 

(SZIG), Universität Fribourg
– Yves Kugelmann, Chief editor Tachles
– Prof. Christina Späti, Departement für Zeitgeschichte,  

Universität Fribourg

Hosts 
– Prof. Sabine Strasser and Dr. Rohit Jain,  

Fachbereich Sozialanthropologie, Universität Bern
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How are memory politics and national narratives of guilt, responsability




