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Charles Heller  
 
Email: charles.heller@unibe.ch 
Mob: +41792038055 
 
Date of birth: 29th May 1981  
Nationality: Swiss citizen 
Civil status: Married, two children  

 
 
AREAS OF SPECIALISATION & RESEARCH SKILLS  
 

 Subjects of specialisation: trans-Mediterranean migration and bordering practices, digital 
technologies, mapping and representations of migration, border, violence, post-colonial relations 

 Disciplines: anthropology, geography, politics, law, art, architecture 

 Methodologies: social science, spatial analysis and audio-visual production  

 International research network: in Europe, North Africa, United States and Canada 

 Project management: leading international teams for research, mapping and video production  

 Languages: Mother tongue English, French; Fluent understanding: German, Italian 
 
CURRENT POSITIONS 
  
01/2024 – 
currently 

Department of Anthropology, University of Bern 
 SNF Professor leading the “Circumference of Violence research” SNF Starting Grant  
 

01/2021– 
currently  

Border Forensics, Geneva  
 Director of Research of the agency investigating border violence, 

www.borderforensics.org  
 

01/2022-
currently 

ESRC Centre for Sociodigital Futures, University of Bristol 
 Co-investigator affiliated to Migration Mobilities Bristol  
 

10/2020 – 
currently 
 

Mobility & Politics series  
Board member of the series published by Palgrave Macmillan, mobilitypoliticsseries.com  
 

ACADEMIC TRAINING  
 
08/2017 – 
08/2019 

 
Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies, Geneva 
University of Bologna, Department of Political Science, Bologna 
Visiting Postdoctoral Research fellow in the frame of Swiss National Fund research project 
Postdoc title: “Trans-Mediterranean Boat Migration and its Control in the Perspective of the 
Longue-Durée” 
 

01/2016 – 
08/2017 

Centre for Migration and Refugee Studies, American University, Cairo 
Centre d’Etudes et de Documentation Economiques, Juridiques et Sociales, Cairo 
Department of Geography, University of Kentucky, Lexington 
Postdoctoral Research fellow  
 Postdoc title: “Liquid Trajectories - Trans-Mediterranean Illegalised Boat Migration and 

Bordering Practices in a Time of Upheaval” 

http://www.borderforensics.org/
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09/2009 – 
06/2015 

Centre for Research Architecture, Goldsmiths College, University of London, London 
PhD in Research Architecture  
 PhD title: “Liquid Trajectories - Documenting Illegalised Migration and the Violence of 

Borders” 
 Thesis directors: Prof. Eyal Weizman, Prof. Thomas Keenan 
 Thesis examiners: Prof. Sandro Mezzadra, Prof. Sean Cubitt 

 

09/2007 – 
06/2008 

Goldsmiths College, University of London, London 
Master of Arts in International Relations  
 Final MA dissertation: “The 2005 crisis in Togo” 
 Evaluation: With distinction  
 Dissertation director: Senior lecturer Branwen Gruffydd Jones  

 

09/2004 – 
06/2005  

Haute Ecole Supérieure des Beaux Arts, University of Geneva, Geneva 
Postgraduate Diploma of Fine Arts  
 Final work/dissertation: “NEM-NEE” 
 Evaluation: With distinction  
 Dissertation director: Prof. Ursula Biemann  

 

09/2000 – 
06/2004  

Haute Ecole Supérieure des Beaux Arts, University of Geneva, Geneva 
Diploma of Fine Arts  

 
ACADEMIC EXPERIENCES (selection since 2015) 
 
01/2020 – 
2023 

 
Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies, Geneva 
 Research Associate, Centre on Conflict, Development and Peacebuilding (CCDP) 
 Lecturer, “Mobility Conflicts, Border Forensics”, Master in International and Development  

  
01/2022-  
2023 

Lecturer, School of Architecture, Civil & Environmental Engineering, EPFL, Lausanne  
 “Mobility Conflicts, Border Forensics” BA teaching unit  

 
09/2020-
12/2020 

Department of Digital Arts, University of Applied arts, Vienna  
 Visiting Lecturer, “Mobility Conflicts, Border Forensics” course 
 

08/2019 – 
06/2021 
 
08/2019 – 
06/2020 
 

Department of Spatial Design, Geneva School of Art and Design (HEAD) Geneva 
 Lecturer, “Border Forensics” and “Socio-Political Practices in Architecture” courses 
 
Department of Visual Arts, Geneva School of Art and Design (HEAD) Geneva 
 Jury and Supervision of student projects, CCC research-based Master progam  
 

08/2019 – 
01/2020 

Department of Anthropology and Sociology, Graduate Institute, Geneva 
 Visiting Professor, “Border Forensics” course 

 
16/04/2019  Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies, Geneva 

Invited lecturer, invited by Prof. Gopalan Balachandran  
 Seminar title: “Race and Mobility: Historical and Contemporary Perspectives” 
 Lecture title: “The Becoming-Border of the Mediterranean Sea: A Postcolonial 

Perspective” 
 

11/09/2018  “MiGG” PhD-Program Summer School, University of Oldenburg, Oldenburg 
Invited lecturer, invited by Sabine Hess 
 Seminar title: “Boundary Formations in Migration Societies” 
 Lecture title: “Mediterranean Reverberations” 
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16/04/2018 Social Movements Lab, Duke University, Duke 
Invited lecturer, invited by Michael Hardt and Sandro Mezzadra 
 Seminar title: “Watch the Med: Migrant Struggles at the EU's Maritime Frontier”  
 

17/11/2017 Institute for Criminological Research, University of Hamburg, Hamburg 
Invited lecturer, invited by Christine Hentschel 
 Seminar title: “Zur Produktion von Wahrheit und Evidenz” 
 Lecture title: “The Shifting Modes of Border Violence at the EU's Maritime Frontier”  
  

26/05/2017 Centre for Education and Research in Humanitarian Action, Geneva 
Invited lecturer, invited by Christophe Golay 
 Seminar title: “Forced migration and Humanitarian Action” 
 Lecture title: “Documenting and Contesting the Deaths of Migrants at Sea”  
 

19/05/2017 University of Toulouse, Toulouse 
Invited lecturer  
 Lecture title: “Tracing Liquid Evidence”  
 

29/05 – 
2/06/2016 

Short course, Centre for Migration and Refugee Studies, AUC, Cairo 
Invited lecturer for one week intensive course 
 Course title: “The Refugee and Migration Crisis in the Euro-Mediterranean Space  

 
27/11/2015 Centre for Research Architecture, Goldsmiths College, University of London, London 

Invited lecturer, invited by Prof. Eyal Weizman 
 Lecture title: “Death by Rescue: The Effects of the EU’s Policy of Non-Assistance”   

 
22/06/2015 Doctoral Workshop organised by LabexMed, Tunis 

Invited lecturer 
 Seminar title: “The Digital Mediterranean: Borders, migrations, mobilities” 
 Lecture title: “Documenting and Contesting the Deaths of Migrants at Sea”  
 
 
 

CONFERENCES (selection since 2015) 
  

01/04/2021 Universite Paul Valery, Montpellier 
 Thanatic Ethics workshop  
 Conference paper: “Forensic Oceanography: Contesting Border Violence and Aesthetic 

Boundaries” 
 

30/04/2021 Carsey Worlf Centre, University of Santa Barbara 
 Conference paper: “The Aesthetics of Borders” 

 

28/01/2021 Maison Française, Oxford University 
 Conference series: “A critical Turn in Migration Studies” 
 Conference paper: “The autonomy of migration within and against the Mediterranean 

border regime” 
 

18/11/2020 Lauterpacht Centre for International Law, Cambridge 
 Conference paper: “From Investigating to Litigating Border Violence at Sea” (with Itamar 

Mann) 
 

04/10/2019 International Festival of Geography, Saint-dié des Vosges  
 Conference title: Mapping Migrations, Representing Routes  
 Conference paper: “Liquid Trajectories” 



Charles Heller                 2024 
Curriculum Vitae 

 

charles.heller@unibe.ch  Page 4/11 

 

 
16/05/2019 University of Florence, Florence 

 Conference title: The Contentious Politics of Solidarity  
 Conference paper: “Blaming the Rescuers: Shifting configurations of security and 

humanitarianism at the EU’s maritime frontier” 
 

12/04/2019 University of Gottingen, Gottingen 
 Conference title: Border Landscapes 
 Conference paper: “Hostile Environment Across Land and Sea” 
 

28/03/2019 Institut für die Wissenschaften vom Menschen, Vienna 
 Conference title: The Global Compacts on Refugees and Migrants  
 Conference paper: “From the EU’s “Migration Compacts” to the UN’s “Global 

Compacts”: the deadlock of policies of closure and irresponsibility” 
 

17/12/2018 University of Grenoble, Grenoble 
 Seminar title: “Empires et impérialismes”  
 Conference paper: “Empires et devenir-frontière de la Méditerranée”  

 

07/11/2018 University of Poitiers, Poitiers 
 Conference title: “Documenter les « expériences du choc » de la migration”  
 Conference paper: “Contesting the violence of borders in turbulent times”  

 

13/07/2018 University of the Aegean, Plomari 
 Conference title: “Floats: Utopias at Sea”  
 Conference paper: “Liquid Traces”  

 

11/05/2018 University of Edinburg, Edinburg 
 Conference title: “Politics in the Face of Death”  
 Conference paper: “Violence and Anti-Violence at the EU’s Maritime Frontier”  

 

03/05/2018 Migration Spaces Symposium, University of Fribourg, Fribourg 
 Key note paper: “Conflicting Knowledges at the EU's Maritime Frontier”  

 

18/01/2018 OECD, International Forum on Migration Statistics, Paris 
 Panel title: “Migration Traceability”  

 

18/10/2017 Wissen in Gesellschaft, Zurich 
 Panel title: “Recht und Unrecht in Mittelmeer”  

 

01/10/2017 Congress for German Geography, Tubingen  
 Panel title: “Migration and critical knowledge production within and beyond geography” 
 Conference paper: “Turbulence at the Maritime Frontier of Europe”  

 

29/09/2017 Queen Mary, London  
 Conference title: “Death at Sea and the Securitisation of Search and Rescue” 
 Conference paper: “Investigating the deaths of migrants at sea”  

 

08/06/2017 Congress of Italian Geography, Rome 
 Conference paper: “Ebbing and Flowing: The EU’s shifting bordering and (non-

)assistance policies”  
 

31/01/2017 Centre for economic, legal and social studies and documentation (CEDEJ), Cairo 
 Conference title: “Territorial Reconfigurations in the Middle East and the Sahel” 
 Conference paper: “Bordering at Sea in the Wake of the Arab Uprisings”   

 

23/11/2016 École des hautes études en sciences sociales (EHESS), Paris  
 Conference title: “Les morts aux frontières de l'Europe” 
 Conference paper: “Liquid Traces: The Deaths of Migrants at Sea”   
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19/10/2016 Gottingen University, Gottingen 
 Conference title: “The Mediterranean Border Regime in crisis” 
 Keynote paper: “Reflections on the Crisis of the Mediterranean Border Regime”   

 

10/10/2016 Geneva University, Geneva 
 Conference title: “Migration and Asylum Symposium” 
 Conference paper: “The Lethal Effects of the EU’s Policies of Non-Assistance”   

 

26/09/2016 Cairo University, Cairo 
 Conference title: “Migration Crises: Challenges to Arab and European nation- states” 
 Conference paper: “Migration and Bordering at Sea in the Wake of the Arab Uprisings”   

 

27/05/2016 Humboldt University, Berlin 
 Conference title: “Logistics of Migration, Humanitarianism and Borders” 
 Conference paper: “The Logistics of the EU’s Maritime Frontier”   

 

06/05/2016 University of Munich, Munich 
 Conference title: “New Materialities Within Critical Migration Studies” 
 Conference paper: “Liquid Matters”   

 

21/03/2016 Centre for Migration and Refugee Studies, AUC, Cairo  
 Conference paper: “Death by Rescue: The Effects of the EU’s Policy of Non-Assistance”   

 

11/3/2016  –  
 

Brown University, Providence 
 Conference title: “What is A Refugee Crisis?” 
 Conference paper: Drifting Images, Liquid Traces:” 

 

20/10/2015   
 

Maison des Sciences de l’Homme (MSH), Paris 
 Conference paper: “Liquid Traces: Investigating the Deaths of Migrants at Sea” 

 

19/10/2015   
 

Le Bal, Paris 
 Conference title: “Usages géopolitiques des images” 
 Conference paper: “Drifting Images, Liquid Traces” 

 

06/7/2015 Shedalle, Zurich 
 Conference paper: “Liquid Traces: Investigating the Deaths of Migrants at Sea” 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES 
 
09/2009 – 
09/2012 
 

 
International North-South Media Forum, Geneva 
Researcher and Program manager 

  

09/2009 –  
06/2012 
 

Doctors Without Borders Switzerland, Geneva 
Video editor  

09/2005 – 
06/2006  

Haute Ecole Supérieure des Beaux Arts, University of Geneva, Geneva 
Research assistant to Professor Ursula Biemann 

  
RESEARCH GRANTS  
 
2024  – 2028 

 
Swiss National Research Fund (SNF) – Starting Grant – 1.800.000 CHF  
 

 
2022  – 2026 

 
United Kingdom Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC)  - “Mobilities Domain”, 
part of the Centre for Sociodigital Futures – 10.000 CHF  
 

2016  – 2017 Swiss National Research Fund (SNF) – Early Postdoc Mobility – 90.000 CHF  
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2015 United Kingdom Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC)  - “Precarious 
Trajectories” project – 10.000 CHF  
 

2013  Swiss National Research Fund (SNF) – Doc Mobility – – 64.000 CHF  
 

  
REVIEWING  
 
2015  – 
present 

 
Migration Studies; Mobilities; Security Dialogue; Revue Européenne des Migrations 
Internationales; Journal of Material Cutlure; Political Geography; Geopolitics; Politics and 
Space; Postcolonial Studies; PARSE; AntiAtlas Journal. 
 
 

  
LANGUAGES  
 
English, French  

 
Mother tongue  
 

German, Italian  Fluent understanding, reading and speaking 
 
 
 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Books 

 
HELLER, Ch., PEZZANI, L., and WALTERS, W. (eds.) (2022) Viapolitics: Migration, Borders and the Power of 
Locomotion. Duke: Duke University Press. 
 
Articles in Journals  

 
COBARUBBIAS, S. CUTTITTA, and HELLER, Ch. et al. (2023). Interventions on the concept of externalisation 
in migration and border studies. Political Geography.  
 
HELLER, Ch. Interviewed by SANDOZ, M. and WEBER, A.-K. (2022). De la surveillance à la contestation : Flux 
et reflux du régime esthétique de la frontière en Méditerranée, Transbordeur photographie, no 6. 
 
HELLER, Ch. and KASPAREK, B. (2021) And Der Europäische Pakt gegen Migration, Movements: Journal for 
Critical Migration and Border Regime Studies, 6:1. 
 
HELLER, Ch. (2021) De-confine Borders: Towards a Politics of Freedom of Movement in the Time of the 
Pandemic, Mobilities, Volume 16, first published as COMPAS Working Paper, No. 147, 2020, University of 
Oxford. https://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/2020/de-confine-borders-towards-a-politics-of-freedom-of-movement-in-
the-time-of-the-pandemic-wp/  
 
HELLER, Ch. And PECOUD, A. (2020) Counting migrants’ deaths at the border: From civil society counter-
statistics to (inter)governmental recuperation, American Behavioral Scientist, Vol. 64.4: 480-500. (extended 
version of  International Migration Institute (IMI) Working Paper no 143, January 2018. Available at: 
https://www.imi-n.org/publications/counting-migrants2019-deaths-at-the-border-from-civil-society-counter-
statistics-to-inter-governmental-recuperation/@@download/file) 
 
HELLER, Ch. and PEZZANI, L. (2019) Les périls de la migration : médiations conflictuelles du risque aux 
frontières maritimes de l’Union européenne. Critiques Internationales. no 83. 
 
HELLER, Ch. PEZZANI, L. and STIERL, M. (2019) Vers une Politique de la Liberté de Mouvement. 
Communications. no 104. 
 

https://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/2020/de-confine-borders-towards-a-politics-of-freedom-of-movement-in-the-time-of-the-pandemic-wp/
https://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/2020/de-confine-borders-towards-a-politics-of-freedom-of-movement-in-the-time-of-the-pandemic-wp/
https://www.imi-n.org/publications/counting-migrants2019-deaths-at-the-border-from-civil-society-counter-statistics-to-inter-governmental-recuperation/@@download/file
https://www.imi-n.org/publications/counting-migrants2019-deaths-at-the-border-from-civil-society-counter-statistics-to-inter-governmental-recuperation/@@download/file
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HELLER, Ch. and PEZZANI, L. (2019) Contentious Crossings: Struggles and alliances for freedom of 
movement across the Mediterranean Sea. South Atlantic Quarterly. 118 (3). 
 
HELLER, Ch. and PEZZANI, L. (2019) AIS Politics: The Contested Use of Vessel Tracking at the EU’s Maritime 
Frontier. Science, Technology, & Human Values. 44 (5).  
 
HELLER, Ch. and PEZZANI, L. (2018) The Mediterranean Mobility Conflict: Violence and anti-Violence at the 
Borders of Europe. Humanity Journal Blog. Available at: http://humanityjournal.org/blog/heller-and-pezzani/ 
 
HELLER, Ch. And PECOUD, A. (2017) Compter les morts aux frontières : des contre-statistiques de la société 
civile à la récupération (inter)gouvernementale. Revue Européenne des Migrations Internationales, 2017/2 no 
33. 
 
GARELLI, G. HELLER, Ch. PEZZANI, L. et al. (2017) Shifting Bordering and Rescue Practices in the Central 
Mediterranean Sea, October 2013– October 2015. Antipode: A Radical Journal of Geography. Vol. 50, no. 3. 
 
CASAS-CORTES, M., COBARUBBIAS, S. and HELLER, Ch. et al. (2017) Clashing Cartographies, Migrating 
Maps. ACME: An International E-Journal for Critical Geographies. 16(1).  
 
HELLER, Ch. PEZZANI, L. and STIERL, M. (2017) Disobedient Sensing and Border Struggles at the Maritime 
Frontier of Europe. spheres: Journal for Digital Cultures, no 4. Available at: http://spheres-
journal.org/disobedient-sensing-and-border-struggles-at-the-maritime-frontier-of-europe/ 
 
HELLER, Ch. and PEZZANI, L. (2016) Ebbing and Flowing: The EU's Shifting Practices of (Non-)Assistance 
and Bordering in a Time of Crisis. Near Futures Online. No 1. Available at: http://nearfuturesonline.org/ebbing-
and-flowing-the-eus-shifting-practices-of-non-assistance-and-bordering-in-a-time-of-crisis/ (republished in Italian 
as Flussi e Riflussi: Le pratiche mutevoli della (non-)assistenza e del controllo dei confini europei al tempo della 
crisi. Intrasformazione: Rivista di Storia delle Idee 5:1 (2016) p. 140-171). Available at: 
http://www.intrasformazione.com/index.php/intrasformazione/article/view/226/pdf  
 
HELLER, Ch. et al. (2016) Europe / Crisis: New Keywords of “the Crisis” in and of “Europe”, DE GENOVA, N., 
TAZZIOLI, M. (eds.). Near Futures Online. No.1. Available at: http://nearfuturesonline.org/europecrisis-new-
keywords-of-crisis-in-and-of-europe/  
 
HELLER, Ch. and PEZZANI, L. (2015) “Sharing the burden of rescue”: illegalised boat migration, the shipping 
industry and the costs of rescue in the Central Mediterranean, Oxford Border Criminologies Blog. Available at: 
https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/research-subject-groups/centre-criminology/centreborder-
criminologies/blog/2015/11/sharing-burden  
 
HELLER, Ch. (2015) Traces liquides: Enquête sur la mort de migrants dans la zone-frontière maritime de 
l’Union européenne. Revue Européenne des Migrations Internationales. 30 (3-4). p. 71-107. 
 
HELLER, Ch. et al. (2015) New Keywords : Migration and Borders. DE GENOVA, N., MEZZADRA, S. & 
PICKLES, J. (eds.). Cultural Studies. 29 (1). p. 55-87.   
 
HELLER, Ch. (2014) Perception management – Deterring potential migrants through information campaigns. 
Global Media and Communication. 10 (3). p. 303-318.  
 
HELLER, Ch. and PEZZANI, L. (2013) A disobedient gaze: strategic interventions in the knowledge(s) of 
maritime borders. Postcolonial Studies. 16 (3). p. 289-298.  
 
HELLER, Ch. (2011) Fractured Chains of Custody. Philosophy of Photography. 2 (1). p. 21-31.  
 

 
HELLER, Ch. PEZZANI, L. and STIERL, M. (2023) Contesting the lethal Mediterranean frontier. In VAN 
LIEMPT. I. et al. (eds.), Research Handbook on Irregular Migration, Elgar Handbooks in Migration. 
 
HELLER, Ch. PEZZANI, L. and STIERL, M. (2023) Security and humanitarianism across the Mediterranean 
border. In PETERS K. et al. (eds.) The Routledge Handbook of Ocean Space. Routledge.  
 

Chapters in Books 

http://humanityjournal.org/blog/heller-and-pezzani/
http://spheres-journal.org/disobedient-sensing-and-border-struggles-at-the-maritime-frontier-of-europe/
http://spheres-journal.org/disobedient-sensing-and-border-struggles-at-the-maritime-frontier-of-europe/
http://nearfuturesonline.org/ebbing-and-flowing-the-eus-shifting-practices-of-non-assistance-and-bordering-in-a-time-of-crisis/
http://nearfuturesonline.org/ebbing-and-flowing-the-eus-shifting-practices-of-non-assistance-and-bordering-in-a-time-of-crisis/
http://www.intrasformazione.com/index.php/intrasformazione/article/view/226/pdf
http://nearfuturesonline.org/europecrisis-new-keywords-of-crisis-in-and-of-europe/
http://nearfuturesonline.org/europecrisis-new-keywords-of-crisis-in-and-of-europe/
https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/research-subject-groups/centre-criminology/centreborder-criminologies/blog/2015/11/sharing-burden
https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/research-subject-groups/centre-criminology/centreborder-criminologies/blog/2015/11/sharing-burden
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HELLER, Ch. and PEZZANI, L. (2022) The Other Boats: The shifting operations of state and non-state vessels 
at the EU’s maritime frontier. In HELLER, Ch., PEZZANI, L., and WALTERS, W. (eds.) Viapolitics: Migration, 
Borders and the Power of Locomotion. Duke: Duke University Press. 
 
HELLER, Ch. (2021) (Un)Contentious solidarity at sea: The shifting politics of nongovernmental rescue activities 
in the Mediterranean. In DELLA PORTA, D., STEINHILPER, E. (eds.) Contentious Migrant Solidarity 
Shrinking Spaces and Civil Society Contestation. London: Routledge. 
 
HELLER, Ch. and PEZZANI, L. (2020) Intervention: Forensic Oceanography: Tracing Violence Within and 
Against the Mediterranean Frontier’s Aesthetic Regime. In Brickell, K. ADEY, P. et al. (eds.) The Palgrave 
Handbook of Displacement. London: Palgrave. 
 
HELLER, Ch. and PEZZANI, L. (2020) Forensic Oceanography: Tracing Violence Within and Against the 
Mediterranean Frontier’s Aesthetic Regime. In Lynes, K., MORGENSTERN, T. and PAUL, I.A. (eds.) Moving 
Images: Mediating Migration as Crisis, Transcript Verlag 
 
HELLER, Ch. and PEZZANI, L. (2019) Risk, Mediation, Migration: Imposing and Contesting the Violence of the 
EU’s Maritime Frontier. In SARKAR, B. and GHOSH, B. (eds.). The Routledge Companion to Risk and Media, 
Routledge (forthcoming 2019). 
 
HELLER, Ch. PEZZANI, L. and STIERL, M. (2018) Toward a Politics of Freedom of Movement. In JONES, R. 
(ed.), Open Borders: In Defense of Free Movement, University of Georgia Press. 
 
HELLER, Ch. and PEZZANI, L. (2017) Liquid Traces: Investigating the Deaths of Migrants at the Maritime 
Frontier of the EU. In DE GENOVA, N. (ed.). The Borders of "Europe": Autonomy of Migration, Tactics of 
Bordering. Duke: Duke University Press. 
 
HELLER, Ch. and PEZZANI, L. (2016) Images flottantes, traces liquides : La perturbation du régime esthétique 
de la frontière maritime de l’UE. In Usages géopolitiques des images. Paris: Le bal. 
 
HELLER, Ch. and PEZZANI, L. (2016) Liquid Traces: Contesting the Lethal Architecture of the Mediterranean 
Sea. In CASANOVAS BLANCO, L. et al. (eds) After Belonging. Objects, Spaces, and Territories of the 
Ways We Stay in Transit. Zurich: Lars Müller Publishers.  
HELLER, Ch. and PEZZANI, L. (2016 ) Ebbing and Flowing: The EU's Shifting Practices of (Non-)Assistance 
and Bordering in a Time of Crisis. In HESS, S. et al. (eds) Grenzregime III – Der Langer Sommer der Migration.  
 
CASAS-CORTES, M., COBARUBBIAS, S. and HELLER, Ch. et al. (2014) Clashing Cartographies, Migrating 
Maps. In HESS, S. et al. (eds). Grenzregime II. Globale Politiken der Kontrolle – transnationale Kämpfe der 
Migration. Berlin: Assoziation A.  
 
HELLER, Ch. and PEZZANI, L. (2014) Liquid Traces: Investigating the Deaths of Migrants at the Maritime 
Frontier of the EU. In FORENSIC ARCHITECTURE (ed.). Forensis : The Architecture of Public Truth. Berlin: 
Sternberg Press.  
 
HELLER, Ch. (2014) Fractured Chains of Custody. In FORENSIC ARCHITECTURE (ed.). The Architecture of 
Public Truth. Berlin: Sternberg Press. 
 
HELLER, Ch. (2014) Image Migration. In HERING, T. (ed.). Point of View. Berlin: Archive Books.  
 
ALIOUA, M. and HELLER, Ch. (2013) Transnational Migration, Clandestinity and Globalization – Sub Saharan 
Transmigrants in Morocco. In KESSELRING, S. & VOGL, G. (eds.). New Mobilities Regimes in Art and Social 
Sciences. London : Ashgate Publishing.  
 
HELLER, Ch. and GRUFFYDD JONES, B. (2013) Networks and infrastructures of political agency. In 
MAIGUASHCA B. & MARCHETTI R. (eds.). Contemporary Political Agency; Theory and Practice in the Era of 
Globalisation. London: Routledge. 
 
HELLER, Ch. (2006) Crossroads at the Edge of Worlds, Sub-Saharan Transit Migration. In BIEMANN, U. & 
HOLMES B. (eds.). The Maghreb Connection. Barcelona: Actar.   
 

Human Rights Reports 
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Border Forensics (2023). Mission Accomplished? The Deadly Effects Of Border Control In Niger. Available 
from : https://www.borderforensics.org/investigations/niger-investigation/  
 
Border Forensics (2022). Airborne Complicity – Frontex Aerial Surveillance Enables Abuse. Available from : 
https://www.borderforensics.org/investigations/airborne-complicity/  
 
Border Forensics (2022). The death of Blessing Matthew–a counter-investigation on violence at the alpine 
frontier. Available from : https://www.borderforensics.org/investigations/blessing/  
 
HELLER, Ch. (2019): Privatized Push-backs: The Nivin Case. Available from : https://forensic-
architecture.org/investigation/nivin  
 
HELLER, Ch. and PEZZANI, L. (2018): Mare Clausum: Italy and the EU’s undeclared operation to stem 
migration across the Mediterranean. Available from : http://www.forensic-architecture.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/05/2018-05-07-FO-Mare-Clausum-full-EN.pdf  
 
HELLER, Ch. and PEZZANI, L. (2017): Blaming the Rescuers: Criminalising Solidarity, (Re)enforcing 
Deterrence. Available from : https://blamingtherescuers.org/   
 
HELLER, Ch. and PEZZANI, L. (2016): Death by Rescue. The Lethal Effects of the EU’s Policies of Non-
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